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It seems paradoxical to track the 
year’s progress through the changes 
in a greenhouse, but the seasonal  
displays in the Conservatory have  
become as much a sign of the year’s 
cycle for me as the fall color and 
spring flush in the surrounding park.  
The hydrangeas are displaying their 
amazing colors right now.  I  
particularly enjoyed the early spring 
display of Vireyas (tropical Rhodies).   
 

Of course, the FOC tracks the seasons 
with our plant sales.  Please volunteer 
and/or buy some plants on May 10th.  
It is always a very cheerful event; in 
fact a day outside with friendly  
people for those of us who spend too 
much time indoors.  I have noticed 
that we have pretty good luck with 
the weather…  Another seasonal 
event is Senior Gardener Stephanie 
Johnson-Toliver’s Orchid Clinic 
(May 24th).  Book early; she is  
famous since the big spread in Seattle 
Metropolitan Magazine in the April 
issue which describes her magic 
touch with orchids. 
 

The FOC was privileged to present 
our Bromeliad Award to Stephanie at 
the Annual Meeting.  She has been 
involved with the FOC Board since 
its founding  in 1980, and she was an  
active Board member for 15 years. 
This year Stephanie decided to ex-
plore life outside of the Board,  
although not from the Education and 

Events Committees!  I am a little  
reminded of the Pulitzer Prize re-
cently given to Bob Dylan; there was 
a lot of discussion of who was more  
honored – Dylan or the Pulitzer  
committee.  I understand Stephanie is  
using the time freed up to row a 
dragon boat; this must be an apt 
metaphor for something (we won’t 
mention government bureaucracies). 
 

Actually, to mention city government, 
one of the pleasures of the last six 
months has been the increased contact 
of the Seattle Parks Department with 
the FOC.  There is a focus on in-
creased outreach to all populations in 
the city, and this meshes well with the 
FOC’s priority on increasing  
educational programs at the  
Conservatory.  The wonderful  
potential of the Conservatory for 
young people can be seen in the  
pictures on the next pages.  Our push 
will be towards environmental  
education, but I appreciate that the 
Seattle Academy program is an art 
program.   
 

As I sit in the FOC office we have 
had inquiries come in this hour about 
tours for first graders and for a  
photography class.  The need for  
better facilities for classes is evident.  
In the next two years the old east 
greenhouse is due for reconstruction, 
and the FOC hopes to use the Sharon 
Priebe Memorial Education Fund to 

help construct a classroom environ-
ment in the new building.  We will be 
reaching out to our membership and 
the community for further support.  
The Parks Department is hoping to 
designate a staff member to  
coordinate educational programs at 
the Conservatory. 
 

In the meantime, the FOC is funding 
Certified Interpretive Guide training 
for the Conservatory Staff and our 
docents.  We have also contracted 
with Dr. Cynthia Rekdal to adapt the 
Urban Safari program she developed 
earlier for the Conservatory to the 
standards of programs used in the 
Parks Department’s Environmental 
Learning Centers.  We hope to be 
able to advertise this class in the  
program that goes out to teachers this 
fall. 
 

These are examples of the potential 
for a tremendous slate of programs 
sponsored by the FOC.  In order to 
realize this potential, the Board has 
decided to hire an Executive Director.  
A director with vision and energy will 
make possible the things we have 
imagined doing, and imagine things 
that we haven’t thought possible.  If 
this is you, please apply!   
 

See you at the plant sale, 
George 
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Mark Your  C
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dars!
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g Plant S

ale 

May 10th, 10 am to 3 pm 



 

HELP WANTED! 
 

Friends of the Conservatory  
Seeks an Executive Director   

* 50% time * 
 

FOC is an innovative,  
evolving organization seeking  

an Executive Director who will  
assist FOC in achieving the  
next level in development  

and community participation.  
Individuals with fundraising  
and non-profit experience are 

strongly urged to apply.  
 

To Apply: send resume,  
and cover letter to:  

 

foc@volunteerparkconservatory.org 
  

Position will be open until filled.  
A passion for plants is a plus! 
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I wish to contribute in a meaningful way to the preservation and growth of the Volunteer Park Conservatory . 
 

            '� $35 Individual   '� $20 Senior/Student   '� $50 Supporting   '� $100 Sustaining   '� $500 Patron 

            '� $1000 Conservator    '� Other_____________ 
            �	 ���	
�����	 �	 �������  

             Matching organization:_______________________________________________________________ 
             Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
             Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 
             City/State/Zip:______________________________________________________________________ 
             Phone:_____________________________ Email:__________________________________________ 
 

            Method of Payment:  '� Check enclosed (payable to FOC)     '� (��
 ��'� !
�����
���
 

  Credit card#_______________________________________________Exp. date:______________ 
 

Friends of the Conservatory 1402 E. Galer St. Seattle, WA  98112  /  www.volunteerparkconservatory.org 
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Laura Arms 
Marianne Baker 
Corry Barr 
Devor Barton 
Larry Beetham 
Shary Cahill 
Mona Campbell 
Robyn Cannon 
Carla Cassidy 
Gabriel Cervantes 
Paul Ciccarelli 
Pat Flynn 
Judith Harper 
Ronald Haertlein 
Ilse Howe 
Judith Jacobsen 
Betsy Kristoferson 
Sharon Langs 

Kristine Linn 
Ellen McBride Lowe 
Patricia McGovern 
Vivian Oehler 
Casey R. Paul 
Dinah Peng 
Irene Peyton 
Lynn Poser 
Richard Rayos 
Scott Reusser 
Christine Smith 
PK Strauss 
Jean Tarbox 
Tricia Teltoft 
Midori Thiel 
Leslie Yamada 
Pamela Yorks 
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Help Wanted: Volunteers for the  
Resource Center & Gift Shop����

� � “On call” help with plants: shopping, pricing and care  
      (5-10 hrs/mo) 
� � Gift Shop sales Wed. & Thu. am, and Weekend  
      relief 
� � Marketing and writing Gift Shop press release copy  
      (1-2 quarterly) 

  Please call or email:  
   Cathy Wiese 206-328-8682   sleep@salisburyhouse.com 
Hope Lasseter 206-322-4112   hopelasseter@hotmail.com 

������	��)�.!��������.� �

Saturday, May 24th         

10:00 am -  12:00 pm 
 

Please join Stephanie Johnson-Toliver,  
Conservatory Senior Gardener, joined by 

 Members of the Northwest Orchid Society, for a  
Discussion – Diagnosis – Repotting 

Bring an orchid to repot . 

FOC Members: $20  
Non-members: $25 

 

Register Today/ Space is Limited!!!   
By phone: 206-322-4112  

Email:foc@volunteerparkconservatory.org, 
In person: FOC Gift Shop inside the 

Conservatory   
Advance payment will guarantee your reservation.    

 

Location: Lower Growhouse—Wheelchair Accessible 
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Check out the new educational items  
in the Gift Shop! 
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All containers in the gift shop will be 20% off the day of the sale! 



Anonymous 
Lynn Bahrych, Ph.D.                                 
Elizabeth Blair    
Daniel Celler 
Matthew Deeds & Nile Kurashige            
Thomas Donovan                                      
Robert Franklin  
Lars Husby         
Merrill Jannison                           
Leonard P. Johnson 
Joyce Latino & John O’Connell 
Chuck Osborn 

Brian LaMacchia            
Bill McJohn 
Beverly McMullen         
Gloria MacDonald                       
Robert Mauceri               
George & Eileen Murphy 
Ingrid & Gil Rankin                    
John Robinson 
Lyn Sauter                                                 
Claudia  & Robert Tidball                         
Deborah Shields                          
Pamela Taylor 

Elizabeth Wattles 
Brad Colman 
Robert Franklin 
Kathy Hosack & Family 
The Sharon Priebe Estate 
 

Boeing  
Microsoft  
Safeco  
Smart Destinations, Inc 
The New York Community Trust        
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I'm SO Grateful!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Huge purrs and head-butts to all the staff and volunteers who donated money 
so I could have my five rotten teeth and bad eye removed on January 18.  

I feel so much better! Now the gardeners don't have to chase me twice a day 
for those icky eye drops anymore! And Frank says my breath doesn't knock 

him over anymore. The one-day surgery cost $843, a lot less than if the  
procedures had been done separately.  

 

Big thanks to Four Paws Veterinary Center for their  
loving care and big discount too! 

 

The staff and volunteers who donated were, in alphabetical order:  
Giselle Blythe, Audrey Brumett, Nancy Cifuentes, Bob Franklin,  

George Gosline, Lorna Guthrie, Patty Hieb, Stephanie Johnson-Toliver,  
Nile Kurashige, Jeanine Langerud, Patricia Ward  

and several Gift Shop Volunteers.  
 

Much love from IVAN the Not So Terrible Greenhouse Cat 

PORTRAIT OF IVAN BY GISELLE BLYTHE 

This is one of those stories that is so 
bizarre it can’t possibly be fiction. 
It’s a classic plant-hunting adventure 
gone wrong wherein the author takes 
an obsessed Florida bromeliad  
collector on a wild trek through the  
jungles of Panama, Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua; hunting for a “lost”  
bromeliad species.  
     Author Chester Skotak is well 
known in bromeliad growing circles.  
He has lived in Costa Rica for many 
years and produced many beautiful 
hybrid bromeliads. He has now  
demonstrated that he has a flair for  
storytelling as well. This book is  
a compilation of Chester’s years of 
experiences living in a third world 
country and working with crazy 
plant people, woven into a hilarious 
tale that kept me guessing all the 
way through as to what the  

 
 
 
 
 

final outcome would be. Would the 
intrepid travelers ever find the   
elusive lost Guzmania fortuna, and if 
so, where? 
 

For more info on the book, check out 
www.ChesterSkotak.com.   
 

 by Giselle Blythe�

Book Review: 
Searching for Miss Fortuna –  

the Hunt for a Bromeliad ����
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Doug Anderson is the owner of Fleetfoot & Foulweather -a grower of cac-
tus and succulents from Oregon.  Many of our readers are probably familiar 
with the name as a few local nurseries, as well as our Gift Shop, carry their 
plants. 
  

And, yes- we’ve been curious for years about the name and so our Gift 
Shop Manager, Hope Lasseter, did some investigating.  It all began at the 
University of Oregon when one of Doug’s professors nicknamed him 
“Captain Fleetfoot” because he was always “on the go”.  After school he 
started selling plants from a truck called “Captain Fleetfoot’s Traveling 
Conservatory”.  In 1974 he opened a retail store in Eugene, Oregon.  After 
1 ½ years he  
decided to pursue his dream of growing plants, specifically unusual cacti 
and succulents. So, once again he traveled the region selling plants.  
 

A key employees from the retail store, Dan Cudaback, helped him rename 
his business.  The name Fleetfoot was already a given, and it was Dan who 
came up with the name Foulweather, perhaps after Cape Foulweather, as 
Dan spent much of his time driving the Oregon coast.  Doug doesn’t know 
for sure, but speculates this could have been the origin.  
 

Doug is one of our gift shop’s favorite vendors. His plants fly off the 
shelves soon after they arrive (2x yearly) and we usually have a list of peo-
ple to call as they want first pick of his collection. The next shipment of his 
wonderful cactus and succulents, many of which are grown by seed, will 
arrive into the gift shop in mid-June. 
 

To be added to our Gift Shop list of special product alerts, please e-mail: 
foc@volunteerparkconservatory.org. 

What’s in a name??  
Gift Shop vendor Fleetfoot & Foulweather tells all… 

PHOTO BY ELLEN HECHT  

A Big Thank You to Our  
Recent FOC Donors ... 

… and to Our Newest  
Sharon Priebe Memorial  

Education Fund Donors ... 

… and to the Companies 
who support Matching Gifts! 

2007 IncomeReceipts in 
Process

5%
Plant Sale 
Income

18%

Membership 
Dues
9%

Interest 
Income

0%
Gift Shop 

Sales
51%

Event 
Income

3%

Contribution
s Income

14%

2007 Expenses

Admin
11%

Cost of Gift 
Shop Sales

27%

Cost of Plant 
Sales
11%

Event 
Expense

4%

Payroll 
Expenses

35%

Taxes, 
Licenses & 

Fees
12%

The Sharon Priebe Educational Fund 
 has raised $17,105 to date… 

 

Thank you to all who donated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marguerita Hagan, artist and SAAS instructor, returned to the  
Conservatory this past Winter ’08 with two classes of visual art students.  
Each class had three - 1 ½ hour visits.  Over the course of the term, each 
student was challenged to produce: a line drawing, a painting, a collage 
and a ceramic piece.  The pieces were influenced by what they saw and 
learned at the Conservatory.   
 

The completed body of works was fantastic.  Marguerita photographed the 
students at work. The students edited and 
narrated their accomplishments in a five 
minute DVD presentation.  On April 8, a 
reception for students and parents was 
hosted by FOC.  All agreed that the  
success of this program is motivated by the 
enthusiasm of the students, Marguerita’s 
creative programming and the inspiring 
Conservatory collections. Everyone gets an 
A+!   

Spring ’08 term is underway with a new 
group of artists.  On June 7, 2008 join us as 
we celebrate the work of these students.  
You’ll be blown away by their creative    
interpretation of what’s unique with the     

     world of plants at the Conservatory. Hadley Hillel & his Dad 
PHOTO BY CARRIE GLOVER 

Seattle Academy of Arts & Sciences 
“Art In The Community” �()��(����.����+��	�
�

The Spring ’08 Seattle Academy Art Students pose with their 
teacher outside the Conservatory 

PHOTO BY ELLEN HECHT 

FUN FACT:  From the beginning of 2002 to March ’08, nearly 10,000 volunteers have  
participated in Seattle community-based clean green activities! 
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Jeanine Langerud is 
one of the  
wonderful friends 
we have at the  

Volunteer Park Conservatory.  She has been 
 taking breathtaking photos of our flora and 
fauna (in addition to our two resident felines) for 
years.  Jeanine generously gives the Friends full 

access to these photos to use as we will. You may 
well have seen them on some of our posters and in newspaper ads.  In 
addition, some of her photos are available for sale in the FOC Gift 
Shop re-created as greeting cards.  Many of you may have bought 
and sent these lovely cards without ever knowing anything about the 
photographer who created them!  
       

     Originally from Portland, Oregon, Jeanine is a retired elementary 
school teacher.  Since retirement, her interest in photography has 
been growing steadily.  This pursuit has led her to take many classes 
to assuage her interest.  Most recently she has begun to study the art 
of digital photography which has led Jeanine into the whole new 
arena of computer skills and digital paraphernalia.  This was largely 

due to necessity after learning that her favorite photo developer 
would soon be charging an exorbitant amount for older film-based 
prints.  
   

     Jeanine especially enjoys landscape photography but takes a  
special interest in gardens and all shots botanical. However, her  
architectural shots of the Conservatory are also intriguing.  The 
building is hard to photograph due to its shape and lines, and yet 
Jeanine manages to consistently capture its heart. Her attention to 
detail and close-ups are quite striking. 
 

     Next time you are in 
the Conservatory keep a 
sharp eye out.  You just 
might spot Jeanine 
amongst the flowers 
looking for just the right 
angle!  

PHOTO BY JEANINE LANGERUD  

PHOTO BY JEANINE LANGERUD  

PHOTOGRAPHER AT LARGE: 
JEANINE LANGERUD 

A visit to Bali gives renewed appreciation to the 
phrase “tropical paradise.”  Wide sandy beaches 
fringed by towering palms … majestic mountains 
jutting out above thick jungles … gardens with 
shrieking geckos bringing forth riotous nature - 
all coming together to whisper the words “lush 
beauty.”   
     This past January, several lucky FOC-ers and 
friends jetted across the international dateline to 
experience this paradise first-hand. After the 
usual arrival formalities - complete with lei  
greeting - at the Denpasar airport, our intrepid 
group headed inland to the Alam Indah in Ubud, 
our lodging for the next several nights.  The hotel 
is located in a secluded setting just outside the 
Sacred Monkey Forest overlooking rice paddies; 
a perfect environment to reflect on the beautiful 
natural surroundings.   
     Bali is composed of a society of villages. 
Ubud has the heart of a large village and the soul 
of cultural Bali.  Time turns back in the Balinese 
countryside.  Wizened men struggle, as they have 
for generations, to plow fertile rice paddies with 
oxen.  There are intriguing gardens and temples 
to explore are everywhere.    
     Unlike most of Indonesia, which is Muslim, 
Bali is mainly Hindu and signs of Hindu  
culture are everywhere. There are more temples 
than homes in Bali. Every home has at least one 
small temple.  Offerings, such as small baskets of 
fruits & flowers, dot sidewalks in front of homes 
and businesses - even car windshields - to honor 
good spirits and placate bad ones.  
    Our visit to explore flora & fauna coincided 
with the most important Balinese Hindu festival 
known as Galungan.  This day, which occurs 
every 210 days, celebrates the descent of the 
spirits of deceased ancestors to earth to once 
again be among their families.  Particularly  
interesting for us visitors to this most spiritual of  
islands was witnessing the many rituals and  

offerings. 
Garden highlights began from our very 
first day of touring with a visit to the 

Ubud Botanic Garden; www.botanicgardenbali.
com.  Situated just outside of Ubud, it offers a 
range of micro-climates including ravine, hill-
side, meadow, waterfalls and natural forest. It 
includes an orchid garden, Bali’s first maze, an 
Islamic Garden and a vast collection of ferns, 
palms and bamboos.                
     While in Ubud, and after an early morning 
hike through the rice paddies with our special 
guide Darta, we were fortunate to visit the 
Threads of Life Textile Arts Center.  This fair 
trade business, founded in 1998, works directly 
with weavers to sustain indigenous textile arts 
and to commission natural-dyed textiles.  People 
and Plants International 
was instrumental in  
establishing a  
sustainable Seed Garden 
nearby to re-establish  
the full palette of natu-
ral dyes once readily 
available to the 
weavers’ ancestors.  PPI 
is a non-profit  
organization of ethno 
ecologists devoted to 
conservation and the 
sustainable use of plant 
resources around the 
world. More  
information is available 
at their website: www.threadsoflife.com. 
     A highlight of our day trip to the north, an 
area including Beratan Lake and Ulun Danu 
Temple, was the Bali Botanic Garden.  Built in 
1959, it features over 400 orchid species and 800 
species of trees from around the world.    
Described as a botanist's utopia, there are a few 
Eucalyptus trees from Australia and several  
Giant Tree Ferns form New Zealand. The garden 
encompasses almost one square mile and is 

popular as a picnic spot for families on  
weekends.   
     Our trip continued eastward for a few days of 
sunny R&R in Manggis.  In addition to the treat 
of seeing temple-goers laden with offerings atop 
their heads as we criss-crossed the island; the 
chance to stop at coconut, mango and jackfruit 
roadside stands for samples of fresh fruit became 
part of our daily ritual.  Our oceanfront resort 
offered everything from spa-ing (mocha-chino 
massage, anyone??) to cooking classes, to  
fantastic snorkeling.  
     As our days on the island were dwindling, we 
headed south to the more well-known and  
touristy Sanur beach area for visits to the  
impressive Bali Bird Park (rampant flora with 
exquisite birds and other fauna) and the Bali  

Orchid Gardens.  Paved 
walkways in the Orchid 
Gardens brought us past 
colorful bromeliads,  
heliconias and a large  
variety of foliage plants.  
The shade-house showcased 
many varieties of orchids, 
anthuriums, pitcher plants 
(Nepenthes), the 'bat flower' 
and many other colorful 
plants. Large beds of  
flowering Vandas, Mokaras, 
Epidendrum, as well as  
assorted orchids on tree fern 
posts and Frangipani trees 
could all be viewed from the 

shade of the Balinese house. Our “home” for 
these last two nights was at the Bali Hyatt Hotel, 
a botanic garden in its own right.  
     In summing up, I think that what has been 
said about Bali still remains true: it is a tropical 
Shangri-La. 

 
by Ellen Hecht 
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Regardless of your feelings about the color green, all paths seem to 
lead to green these days.  We have a local language that speaks to a 
common global language that states: “sustain the environment.” 
 

In March ’08, the Emerald City was officially declared “green” when 
it was named number two on the list of cleanest American cities.  
Remember the photo of Mayor Nickels in the May ’06 issue of  
Vanity Fair “The Men From City Hall”?  He received praises for his 
leadership role in encouraging 212 mayors to commit to living 
greener.  Only one year after Mayor Nickels launched the U.S.  
Mayors Climate Protection Agreement, Seattle is already well on its 
way to prove that Emerald City is an awesome shade of green. 
 

The conservatory greenhouses are doing their part, both locally and 
globally towards this effort.  I think most people believe that in the 
world of glass houses,  plant collections are hugely manipulated by 
using secret potions, and by any other means necessary, to get  
optimum results.  In reality the basics of clean water, fresh air  
movement and daylight cause plants to thrive.   
 

We conservatory gardeners always consider the basics when  
planning the management of collections, whether it’s day-to-day care 
or preservation outreach.   
 

Here are some of the ways we strive to stay green: 
 

· As an identified  repository for threatened, endangered or  
        illegally transported plants in cooperation with the     
        Department of the Interior/Fish & Wildlife Rescue Center (since   
       1992)  
  

· In pesticide reduction through Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM). The Conservatory was awarded the King County Enviro-
Star Award in 1998 for our progressive approach. 

 

· In our commitment to the conservation and preservation of plant 
species world wide as a member of the American Public  

       Gardens Association (APGA) Conservatory Committee. 
      

· In our Clean Green program, utilizing non-contaminated plant 
debris for  recycling and composting 

 

· HVAC 
  1.  By using heating components which re-circulate water in a    
       closed system which performs only as needed (source: natural   
       gas) 
  2.  Utilizing a venting system which offers both manual and 
       automated control to hold heat within the greenhouses, thus  
       reducing the cycling of the boilers 
 

· Reduction of waste through printing our interpretive signage and    
       handouts on recycled paper 
 

· In addition to the above, some new ideas in the   
       works: 
 

  1.  “Green Source” sharing green approach in the form 
       of educational resources. The Conservatory and                                   
       greenhouses have recently become a partner with   
the  the Parks Environmental Learning Centers (ELC). 
  2.  Rain water project to evaluate its collection for  
       irrigation of identified crops 
 

Bottom line, there are many shades and tints of green.  
At whatever level you choose, it’s an effective choice…
all paths lead to green. 
 
 
 

As the Conservatory expands its environmental 
 programs, we’ll be sure to let you know!     

 
 
 
 
 
 

Carnivorous Plants 
 

Saturday July 19th Noon - 4:00 pm 
Jerry Addington of the Indoor Sun Shoppe  

will be here to talk about carnivorous plants. 

Ask the Expert: Have you seen the latest edition of  
Seattle Metropolitan?   

There is a fantastic article featuring  
Senior Gardener Stephanie Johnson-Toliver 

called Lost Slipper in the  
April ’08 Seattle Metropolitan Magazine by 
Roger Brooks.  Be sure to pick up a copy! 
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Green Becomes You	
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